Thanksgiving Day Celebration
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America's First Thanksgiving

 Thanksgiving Thursday, the fourth Thursday in November, and Friday the next day, are holidays* in the USA. They commemorate the first harvest* of the Puritan colonists*, who had arrived in America in 1620.

The History of Thanksgiving 

	


Thanksgiving is one of the most popular holidays in the United States of America. Traditionally, Thanksgiving is a holiday that Americans spend together with their families who enjoy a Thanksgiving meal which usually includes the traditional Thanksgiving turkey. 

Arrival in Plymouth

The first colonists* were English Puritans, also called the Pilgrim Fathers. They wanted to found* a colony where they could practice their religion without persecution. 

In 1620 the Pilgrims left Plymouth in England and went to America on a ship called the Mayflower.  The long trip was cold and very hard. They arrived in Massachusetts on December 11th, 1620. 

The first winter was very cold and hard. The colonists would not have survived without the help of the Indians. They showed the Pilgrims how to plant corn*, to get syrup from the maple trees*, and what plants could be used for medicine. 

Their first harvest was good. The colonist had a three-day celebration and invited the Native Americans.

The turkeys

A typical menu is turkey*, cranberry sauce, sweet potatoes*, mashed potatoes* and pumpkin pie.*Turkeys were an important source of food for the colonists. 
Thanksgiving weekend

Thanksgiving is one of the most sporting days in the USA –millions of Americans watch the American football games at Dallas and Detroit. There are also Thanksgiving parades in many cities, the most famous one being in New York. For many Americans, Thanksgiving is their favourite holiday.
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USEFUL VOCABULARY

a holiday : un jour férié


corn : maïs
harvest : moisson



maple tree : érable
colonist : colon



turkey : dinde

The Pilgrim Fathers :  les 102 puritains       sweet potato : patate douce

qui fondèrent la 1e colonie de Nouvelle-
pumpkin pie : tarte à la 

Angleterre




citrouille



to found : fonder 



turkey : dinde
flee = se sauver, fuir
                                     THE FIRST THANKSGIVING AT PLYMOUTH BY BROWNSCOMBE
Tableau de Jennie A. Brownscombe (1850-1936) représentant Le premier Thanksgiving à Plymouth
	

	


